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Welcome					     Mary Wiberg, Executive Director	 			 
	
The Commission at 40			   Elmy Bermejo and Cheryl Kendrick  
						      40th Anniversary Celebration Co-Chairs
		
The Early Years				    Senator John Burton (Retired)
						      Original Commission Member  	

Looking Toward the Future 	 	 Senator Sheila Kuehl, Commissioner				  

Closing Remarks 				    Elmy Bermejo, Chairperson 
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	 Recognizing that women were “not able to contribute to society according to their full potential,” the Legis-
lature, in 1965, created the Advisory Commission on the Status of Women.  The law, signed by Governor Pat Brown, 
charged the Commission to study and report on the status of women in California. The Advisory Commission’s 
Report in 1967 addressed public and private employment; civil and political rights, including marriage and divorce; 
education, with emphasis on the mature woman; and the effect of social attitudes, pressures and economic consid-
erations on women’s role in society.  The issues addressed then span the Commission’s four decades and continue 
to be among the issues of concern today. The Commission, established by Governor Ronald Reagan in 1971 as an 
independent state agency, benefits from bipartisan input from public, legislative and statutory members. Citizen input 
in the development of public policy recommendations strengthens the commission’s work, much of which has been 
accomplished through public hearings, educational forums, research and recommendations, legislative advocacy, col-
laborating with other state and local agencies and women’s organizations.

40 Years of Commission Action

1965 - 1975 
• Administered the Equal Rights Amendment Project • Issued reports 
on Women and Insurance • Child Care Issues • Affirmative Action 
for Model programs for State and Local Government • Women in 
the Media • Upward Mobility for State Employees • Projects on 
Counseling Strategies and Motivating Low-Income Girls. • Co-spon-
sored conferences with Women’s Justice Forum on Women and the 
Justice System

1976 -1985
• Implementation of Title IX and Elimination of Sex Bias in Schools and Vocational 
Education • Public hearings on Violence Against Women • Study of Women Field 
Workers (Campesinas Report) • Statewide Hearings on Comparable Worth and on 
Feminization of Poverty • Implementation of the Sexual Harassment in Employ-
ment Project • Task Force on Homemakers Guide for California Wives • Appoint-
ments to the State Sexual Assault Advisory Committee

1986 -1995
• Administered Displaced Homemaker Emergency Loan Program • Co-
sponsored Legislative Oversight Hearing on Sex Equity in Education 
Regulations and Implementation • Conferences on “Making Child Care 
Happen: The Child Care Challenge” and “Building Bridges for California 
Women” • Reports on Pay Inequities for Women Workers; Comparable 
Worth; and “A Profile of California Women: Women in Politics” • “HELP 
YOURSELF” – a Manual for Dealing with Sexual Harassment • Adopted 
Reproductive Rights as a Priority Issue • Sponsored Adolescent Health 
Hearings
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1996 - 2005
• Forums and Reports on the Domestic Violence Mandatory Reporting Law and Child 
Support Collection • California Women’s Appointment Project • Collaborated with 
California Working Families Project on Summits • Collaborated with IWPR on California 
Status of Women Report • Welfare Reform Hearing on Six Strategies to Self-Sufficiency 
• Gender Equity in Education Forum • Advocacy on Underserved Women, including 
Women in Prison, Access to Health Care, and Economic Security • Hearings on Human 
Trafficking 

	 These highlights are only a glimpse at the Commission’s past 40 years. Looking to the next decade, we 
know California women and their families still have many unmet needs. The number of immigrant women is grow-
ing; women and girls are the most frequent victims of human trafficking; the majority of incarcerated women have 
children under the age of 18 who are also at risk; and women still earn less than men. The Commission’s advocacy 
on behalf of women will continue—with gratitude to the many organizations, legislators and individuals who col-
laborate with us. There is still much work to be done!!
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“The California Federation of Business and Professional Women congratulates the 
Commission for successfully representing the interests of California women for 
40 years.  CFBPW has supported the Commission since its inception, and renews 
its support annually as an item on our legislative platform.  We are proud that our 
member, Marian Ash, served as first Executive Director of the Commission.”

  -  Dolores “Dee” Eldridge
 Past State President

								         	
“May the Commission continue to be a fearless advocate for the right of all 
women, including those who serve society in traditional roles of child-rearing 
and homemaking, to a secure economic future.  We can offer our daughters and 
grandaugthers no greater gift.” 

-  Bonnie Sloane 
Commissioner
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“If California women are to advance in leadership positions, it is imperative that 
women’s organizations work together to help them achieve that goal.  CEWAER is 
proud of our history of collaboration with the California Commission on the Status 
of Women.  CEWAER’s Board of Directors and members congratulate the Commis-
sion on 40 years of service to California’s women.”  
									          

-  Rachel Otte Michelin
Executive Director, CEWAER

“Congratulations on 40 
years of hard work in the 
fight for civil rights for 
millions of California 
women and girls. The 
Commission is leading 
the battle for justice and 
equity for every woman in 
California - not only the 
elected and the employed, 
but also those who have 
been exploited and abused 
and, for too long, had no 
voice.”

-  Gloria Romero
California Senate Majority 

Leader



“The California 
Commission on the 
Status of Women 
has played a critical 
role in the develop-
ment of legislative 
strategies and poli-
cies that enhance 
the well-being of 
women and girls in 
California, includ-
ing the nation’s first 
paid family leave law 
and the enactment 
of legislation to 
eliminate domestic 
violence and human 
trafficking.  Though 
we still have a ways 
to go to achieve 
full equality, the 
Commission’s work 
has continually 
moved us closer to 
that goal.”  

- Senator Sheila 
Kuehl

Commissioner

“The Commission has a rich 40-year legacy of protecting the interests of Califor-
nia’s 18 million women and girls.  Not only am I proud of our past, I am com-
mitted to the opportunities that lie ahead - the opportunity to give voice to the 
disenfranchised, to free the enslaved, to protect and empower victims of violence, 
and to fully embrace the rich diversity of color, sexual orientation, age, and class 
that represent all California women.”

-  Holly Mitchell
Commissioner
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“Congratulations to the Commission on the 
Status of Women on your 40th.  You
are the vanguard in the leadership on 
women’s issues.  You are always there with 
inspiring help for others.  Older women have 
truly benefited from your work.”
	  - Betty Perry 

Public Policy Director
OWL of California

“During the Commission’s first month, it de-
bated where to focus its energy - on underutilized 
women with education or on the problems of single 
mothers living below the poverty level.  Happily it 
ignored neither and set a broad standard for future 
commissions! ”

- Marian Ash
First Executive Director
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“The Commission plays 
a major role in identify-
ing the pressing issues 
of the day and has 
made a huge difference 
to women legislators.  
It has stood strong 
through Republican and 
Democratic administra-
tions, lending bi-parti-
san strength in efforts to 
achieve equity and make 
a difference for women 
and families in our 
state.”   	
		          
 - Dede Alpert 
   Former Senator 
   and Commissioner
			 
		



“I am very proud to have been a part of the great 
tradition and work done by the CCSW over the 
past 40 years.  I am particularly proud of our work 
on addressing crimes of violence against women as 
well as such important economic issues as equal 
pay for work of comparable value and the feminiza-
tion of poverty.”
    	   -  Hannah Beth Jackson      

Former Assemblymember 
and Commissioner

“My appointment to the Commission by Gover-
nor Ronald Reagan in 1974 initiated what was to 
become my life’s career and work for 30 years— 
devoted to securing equality of rights and and 
opportunity for women.  From ERA to Equal 
Pay and countless related issues, the struggle 
continues.”
		    -  Anita Miller

Former Commissioner
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“ I will never forget 
attending, in 1971, 
a Senate committee 
hearing to extend 
the  Commission’s 
life from 2 to 4 years. 
Then Senator Deuk-
mejian (an old friend 
of mine) said, ‘We 
should not do this.’ 
My heart stopped!  
Then, he went on, say-
ing, ‘This Commission 
has done excellent 
work and has proved 
itself.  We should 
make it permanent.  
Mr. Chairman, may I 
introduce an amend-
ment to do so?’ ”
- Carolyn Heine 
   Former Executive 
   Director
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“We commend the California Commission on the Status of 
Women for its legacy of leadership, transformational partnership 
and assistance they have provided local and statewide organiza-
tions, like AAUW California, to make a difference for women 
and girls. For 40  years CCSW’s commissioners and executive 
staff have navigated a path through legislative challenges to help 
women achieve equity in public and private arenas through land-
mark public policy. Your independent voice is as crucial today, as 
it has been over the past four decades.” 
								      

  -  Kathleen Cha
State President, AAUW California

10

“Twenty years ago, the Commission reached out to women’s 
groups across California to win a historic victory - securing 
the protection of the law over women’s marital property rights.  
Acting alone, we never could have achieved our goal, but work-
ing together, women changed the law!  The lasting bonds our 
Commission has made with organizations and advocates are the 
foundation for the important work remaining in the struggle for 
women’s equity.  I am proud to have been part of that effort.” 
  

-  Dorothy Jonas
Former Commissioner

 “In the mid-80s, the 
Commission requested a Senate Education Committee oversight hearing 
on the implementation of the Sex Equity in Education Act.  As a result of 

testimony from Olympic Gold Medalist Pam McGee, representatives of UC, 
CSU, the community colleges and myself as a Commissioner, Senator Ed 
Davis carried a bill for the Commission amending the Act and mandating 

timely promulgation of sex equity regulations.  It was a wonderful victory for 
women and girls in education.” 

- Phyllis Cheng
Former Commissioner
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Hon. Carole Migden
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A special thank you to our sponsors for helping make 
this reception possible
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